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LIBER TY of CONSCIENCE, 


| Datad the Fourth of Bs 1687. 
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Thank you for the Favour of ſending 
me the late Declaration that His Majeſty 
has ] for Liberty of Conſcience. I 
conteſs, I longed'for it with great Im- 
patience, and was ſurpriſed to find it 


ts different from the Scotch Pattern; forT' 


imagined , that it was to be ſetto the fecond 
part of the ſame tune: nor can I ſee why 
'the Penners of this have ſunk ſo much in 
their ſtile; for I ſuppoſe the ſame men pen+ 


ned both. "I expected to have ſeen the Im-, 


perial Language of Abſolute Power , #6 phich 
ll the Sub; >; are t eg? without r : 


iy bu 3 and 
. of the raſſing,annulling, the Popping diſabling 


of Laws ſet forth'in the Preamble and body 

of this Declaration; whereas.thoſe dreadful 
words are net tobe. found here : for inſtead ; 
of repealing the Laws , 'Fis Majeſty pretends 
by this only to ſuſpend them; and tho in ef- 
fe this amounts toa repeal ,; + it muſt be 
confeſſed that the words are& ſofter. Now 
fince the Abſolute Power, to Ach His Mi-' 
jefty pretends in Scotland, is hot founded on | 


ſach poor things as Law; | for that would. þ 


look asif it were the gift of 'the people; but” 
on the Divine Authority , which is ſuppoſed 
to be delegated to His Majeſty , this may be 
as $ well claimed in England aS it W45 iQ Scop» 

is | A. Wn ? 


. 


| land: andthe pretenfion to A3ſolute Power is 
great a thing , that lince His Majeſty 
thought fit-once to claim it , he is little be- 


holding to thoſe that make him fall ſo much 
anguage z eſpecially ſince both theſe 


in his 
Declarations have appeared in our Gazettes ; 


ſo that as we ſec whats done in Scotland, we 


know trom hence what is in ſome peoples 
wearts, and what we may.expect in Englend. 


II. His: Majeſty tells his people, that #he-. 
perfet Injoyment of their "— has never - 


| been in any Caſe invaded by bim fince his coming t# 
she Crown. . This is indeed matter of, great 
Incouragementto9 all good Subjefs ; for it 
| letsthem ſee, that fach Invations , as - 
been made” on- Property, have beer done 
without . His Majefires knowledge: 19 that 
no doubt the continuing to levy the Cuſtemes 
and the Additional Exciſe (which had been 


ſonreg only during the late Kings Life,) be- | 
| fore i 


the Par 
Grant, was done without His. Majeflies 
knowledge; the many Violences commit- 
ted not only by Soldiers, but Officers, Mm all 


fament could meet to renew the 


the Parts of England, which are ſevere In- - 


vaſions'on Property, have been all withour 
His: Majefties knowledge; and ſince the. firſt 


Branch of Properzyis the Bad that a man. 


has to his Life, the (trange Elly of /Maho- 
metan Government , that was shewed at Taun- 


80n; andthe no leis [trange proccedings of- 
the preſent Lord Chancellour , in his- Circuit - 


after* the Rebellion, (which are very juſtly 
called His Campagne,tor it was an open Act of 
Hoſtility to all Law) and for which and other 
Services of the like nature , it is believed 
he_has had the reward of the Greaz Seal , and 
the: Execurions of thoſe who have left their 
Celotrs , which being founded on no Law, 
are ng Othet than ſo many Murders; all theſe, 
I fay » are as- we arc-ſure, Invaſions on 
Property; but fince the King tells us, that 
no ſuch Invaftons have been made ſince he 
came tothe: Crown, we muſt conclude that 
all thetz: things have fallen out without his 


Privity.: . And if a ſtanding Army, in time. 
by this Na-- 


of Peace has-beenever;lookt'on 
VienagantAttempt.upon the:whole Property 


2) 


t 
knowledge. 


IH. His Majeſty expreſſes his Charity for - 


us ina kind wer that we were all Members of 
the Cathbolick Church; in return to which we 
offer up daily our moſt earneſt prayers for 
him, that he niay become a Member of 
the truly. Catholick Chureb: for Wishes and 
Prayers do no hurt on no fide : but His Ma- 
jeſly adds , that is hs ever been his Opinion , 


that Conſcience ought not tobe conflrained , nor - 


people forced in matters of meer Religion. We 
are very happy if this continues to be always 
his ſenſe : but we are ſure in this he is no 


obedient Member of that which he means by - 


the Catholick Church : tor it has over and over 


again decreed the- Extirpation of Hereticks. It 


encourages-Princes to it, by the Offer of the 


Pardon of their Sins; it threatens them te - 
it, by.-denouncing to themrnot only the ſudg- | 


ments of God , but that which is more ſen- 
fible, the loſs of their. Dominiens : and it 


{ems they intend to make us know that part - 
of their Dottrine even before we come to - 
feel it, fince tho ſome of that Communion _ 


would take away the Horrox- which the 
Fourth Council of the Lateran 
which theſe things were decreed, by'denying 
itto be a General Council, and rejeQiing the 
Authority of thoſe. Canonj' , yet the. moſt 


learned of all the Apoſlates that has fallen to. - 


them from our Church, has ſo lately given 
up this Plea, and-has ſo formally acknow- 
ledged the Authority of that Council , and of 


its Canons, that it ſeems they think they are 
bound to this piece of fair dealing, of warn- - 


ing us before hand of our Danger. lt is true 
Bullarmin ſaycs, The Church does not always exe- 
cute ber Power of depoſing Heretical Prince, 
tho she always retains it : One reaſon that he 
affigns , is', becauſe the is not as all times able-to 
put it in execution : 10 the ſame reaſon may 
perhaps make it appeat 'unadviſeable to ex-: 
tirpate Hereticks'; becauſe that-at preſent is 
cannot be. done ; but the Rigbs remains'en« 


tire; and 1s put in execution tn ſuch an unres - 


lenting ;manner-in all places where that Re- 


ligion-+ 


of the Nation in groſs , one muſt conclude, 
eventhis is done without His Majeflies - 


IVeS US, IN - 


_—— 


OTE 


_- 


70jon prevails, that it has a very il] Grace}, to 
| 7c Member of that. Church ſpeak in this- 


{train :and when neither the Policy of France, 
nor the Greatneſs of their Monarch, nor yet 
the Intereſts of the Emperour joyned to the 
Gentleneſs of his own temper, could with- 
ſtand theſe Bloody Coungfls ; thatare indeed 
parts of that Religion, weican ſec no reaſon 
to induce us to believe., that a Toleration of 
Religion is propoſed witly any other deſign 
but either to divide us, {or to lay us aſleep, 
fill it is time to give the Alarm tor deſtroy- 


ing us: | 

IV. If all the Endeavours, that have been 
uſed inthe laſt four Reigns, for bringing the Sub- 
jeRs of this Kingdom to a Unity in Religion have 
been ineffetual, as His Maj. ſays ; we know 
to whom we owe; both the firlt beginnings 
and the progreſs igu Diviſions among cur 


F 


happy Occa 


LE: » 
* 


| 


wonder if L1ws ſounſteadity executed have j# 


failed of their eifect. : $21 SF. 
V. There is a good reſerve hereleft for 


gion. In France, when it was reſold 
extirpate the, Proteſtants, all the Diſehurſe 
that were written on that Subje& vwete fall |} 
of the Wars occaſioned by thoſe of the Re- 
ligion in the laſk Age , tho as theſe werethe  _ 
2ans of bringing the Honſe of | 
Bourbon to th&Crown, they had been ended 


/above 80. yeafs ago, - and there had not been 
'10 much as the leaſt Tumult raiſed by them . 


theſe 50. years paſt : ſo that the French ,who 


| have ſmarted under this Severity, could not 
| be charged with the leaſt Infrattion of the - - 

| Law : yet Stories. of a hundred years old, -_ 
; Were raiſed upz to inſpire into the King thoſe 


Apprehenſions of them, which have produs 
ced the terrible effects that are viſible to all 
the World. There is another Expreſſion in 


- this Declaration, which lets us likewiſe ſee 


with what Caution the Offers of Favourare- | 
now worded , that ſo there may be an Oc> 
calion given when the, Time} and Con--, - 


' juncture $hall be favourable to break thro 


them all: it is in theſe. words, . So that they 


take eſpecial, Care that nothing be preached or. 


taught amongſt them, which may. any ways tend to: 
alienate the Hearts of our People from us or our 
Government, Thisin it ſclfis very reafona»' 
ble, and could -admit of no Exception, 'if 
we had not todo with a ſet of men', whoto- 


- our great Misftortune have ſo much Credit 


with His Majeſty, and who willbe noſdoner 

lodged inthe Power to which they pretend, 

than they will make every thing that is 
A 2 preached ' 


PITT 


reached: again Popery paf$ for that which 


may in ſome manner dlienate the SubjeRs fromthe 


ing- | 
: yp + His Majeſly makes no doubt of the Con- 
\ eurrence of his Two Houſes of Parliament, when 


he sball think it convenient for them to meet. The 
Hearts of Kings are 'unſecarchable ; ſo; that 
it 1s a little 108 preſumptuous to. look into 
His Majeſties. Secret Thoughts : but accord- 
ing to the Judgments that we would make 
of other mens Thoughts by their Actions, 


one would be tempted to think, that His 


Majeſty made ſome. doubt of it, fince his Af- 
fairs both at home and abroad could not 

o the worſe, if it appeared that there were 
a perfect underſtanding between Him and his 
Parliament , and that his People were ſup- 
porting him with tresh Supplies;and this Houſe 


| of Commons is {o much at his Devotion , that 


all the world ſaw how ready they were to 
grant every thing that he could defire of 
them, till he began to lay off the Mask with 
relation tothe Teſt, and ſince that time the 
frequent Prorogations, the Cloſetting, and the 
Pains that has been taken to gain Members, 
by Promiſes made to ſome, and the Dis- 

races of others, would make one a little 

nclined to think, that ſeme doubt was made of 
#beir Concurrence. But we muſt confeſs, that 
the depth of His Majefties Judgment is luch, 
that we cannot fathom it, . and therefore 
we cannot gueſs what his Doubts or his 
Aſſatances are, It is true, the words that 
eome after untriddle the Myltery a little, 


which are, when Hy Majeſty shall think it con- 


wenient for them to meer: for the meaning of 
this ſeems plain,that his Maj. is reſolved, that 
they Shall never meet, till hereceives ſuch 
urances, in a new round of Cloſetting, that- 

he hall be put out of doubt concerning it. 
VH. Lwillnot enter into the diſpute con-- 


ecrning-Liberty of Conſcience, and the Reaſons- 
that, may be offered for it to a Seſſion of Par-. 
liament; for there is ſcarce any one point, that: 


either. with relation tv. Religion, or Politicks, 


' affords a greater variety of matter -for Re-- 


fiction: and I make no doubt to ſay, that 


' thexe is abundance of Reaſon to oblige a 


$ 


4 | 
Parliament to review all the Penal Lawsy 


either with relation to Papifts, or to Diſſen-- 
ters: but] will take the boldneſs to add one- 
thing, that the Kings's ſuſpending of Laws- 


{ſtrikes at the root of this whole Government, 


and/ſubverts it quite:; for if there is any thing - 


certain With relation to the English Govern- 
ment , it 1S this, that the Executive Power of the 
Law » entirely in the King; and the Law to 
fortiſy him in the Management of it has 
clothed him with a valt Prerogative, and: 
made it unlawful upon any pretence  what- 
ſoever to reſilt him: whereas on theother- 
hand,the Legiflative. Power is not ſo entirely in 


the King,but that the Lords and Commons have 


ſuch a $hare in it, that no Law can becither 


made, repealed, or which is all one ſuſpendrd, 


but by their conſent : ſo that the placing this 
Legiſlative Power ſingly in the King , is a fub- 
verſion of this whole Government ; ſince the 
Effence of all Governments confilts in the 
Subjetts of the Legiſlative Authority; Acts 
of Violence or Injuſtice, committed in the 


Executive part , are ſuch things that all Prances . 


being ſubjeft to them, the peace of man-: 
kind were Very ill ſecured if it were not un- 
lawful to refiit upon any pretence- taken. 
from any illAdminiltrations,in which as the 
Lai may be doubttul, ſo the Facts may be) 
uncertain, and at worft the publick- Peace: 
mult alwayes be more valued than -any pri- 
vate Oppreflions or Injuries whatſoever, 
But the total Subverſion of a Government, 
being ſo contragy -to the Truſt that is given 
to the Prince who ought to execute it z will : 
put men upon uneaſy and dangerous-Inqui- 
ries : which will turn little to the Advantage 
of thoſe who are driving matters to ſuch a . 


doubtful and deſperate -iflue. 
VIIE If there is any thing in which: the 
Exerciſe of the Legiſlative Power ſeems In- 
 diſpenſable, it is in thoſe: Oaths of Allegeance - 


and- Tefls, that- are- thought neceſlary to. 
Qualify men either to be-admitted to enjoy. 
the Proteftion of the Law, or to bear a 


Share in the Government ; for in thee the . 
Security of the Government is chiefly con-.. 
cerned ; and therefore: the total extinction. 

| Of - 


G— 


_—_— 


i 
4 

; 
A 


th 
KF} 


| | Il 
of theſe, as it is'not only a Sufpenſion of 
them, bur a plain repealing of them , ſo ic 
is a Subvirting of the whole Foundation of 
our Government: For the Regulation that 
King and Parliament had ſet both for the Sub= 


jects having the Protection of the State by 


rhe Oath of Allegeance , and for a share in 
places of truft by the Teſts, is now plucktup. 
by the roots; when it is declared, that theſe 
thall not at any time hereaſter be required to be 
taken, or ſubſcribed by any perſons whatſoever: for 
it 1s plain, that this is. no Suſperfion of the 
Eaw , bura formal Repeal of it, in as'plain 
Words as can, be conceived. * -. - 
IX. His Majefty ſays , that the Benefit of 
the Service of \all bis SubjeRts is by the Law 
of Nature Inſeparably annexed to and inherent 
in his Sacred Perſon, It is ſomewhat (range , 
char when: ſo many Laws , that we all know 


are ſuſpended, the: Lam of Wature , which 15 
7 7 . i 
ould be _— 


ſo hard to: be found out, 
but the Penners of this Declaration hat 
b.{t let chat. Law lie forggtten among the 
reſt; for there is a ſcurvy Paragraph ir it » 
concerning ſelf. PreſervationF: that is capable 
of very unacceptable Glofſes,, It is hard to 
tell what Section of the Law of Nature has 
markt out either ſuch-a Form of Government, 
or ſuch a Family forit, And if His Majeſty 
renounces his Prerenſions to our Allegeance 
as founded on the Laws of England , and be- 
takes himfelf to this Lawof. Nature, he will 
perhaps find the Counſel was a little too rash ; 
but ro make the moſt of this that can be, 
the Law of Nations or: Nature does indeed al- 
low the Governoyrs of all Societies' a Power 
to ſerve themſelves of every Member of it in' 


the caſes of extream Danger; but no Law . 


of Nature that has been yet heard of will con- 
clude that,if by ſpecial Laws, aſort of men 
have been diſabled fram all Imployments, 
that a Prince whe at his Coronation Swore 
to maintain thoſe Laws, may at his pleaſure 
extinguish all theſe Diſabilities, _ | 
'X. At the end: of the Declaration ,as "in 4 


lution be given to any who con 


b; + 
b; 
nh is 
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Lands: but the Chief of all their Propertie# 


being the share that they have by their Re." 
Ppreſentatives.n the Legiſlative Power; this De-_ 
claration, which breaks thro that, is nogreat , 
Evidence that the reſt will be[mainrained: | 
and-to ſpeak plainly , when a Coronation Oath' 
1519 little remembred), -other Promiſes muſt 
haye a ptoportioned degree of Credit 
co them': as for the Abbey Lands, the keep- 
ing them trom the Church is according to the -' 
Principles of that Religion Sacriledge ; and 
that is a Mortal Sin, and therg canno Abſo- 
ke init; and 
ſo this Promiſe being an Obligation to main- 


Gin men in 4 Mortal Sin, is nulland vbidof 


it ſelf : Church- Lands are alſo according to- 
the Doctrine of their Cazonifts , ſoimmediat- _ 
ly Gods Right, that the Pope himſelf 1s. only 
the Adminiſtrator and Diſpencer', but 1s not - 
the Maſter of them ; he can indeed:make 2 
truck for God, orletthem fo low, thatGod 


. Shall be an eaſy Landlord: but he cannotal- 


ter Gods Property , nor tranſlate the Right 
that is in him to Sacrilegious Laymen and He- | 
reticks, | 

Xl. One ofthe Effects of this Declarations 
will bethe ſetting on foot anew 'run of Ad- 
dreſſes overthe Nation: for there is'nothing”  / 
how Impudent and baſe ſoever, of which the 
abject flattery of a Slavish Spirit is not cas 
pable. It mu be confeſt', to thereproach of © 
che Age, that all thoſe ſtrains of flattery a+ 
mong the R#mans, that Tacitus ſets forth with' 
ſo mueh juſt $corn , are rein taps. com- 
pared to what this Nation has produced within” 
theſe ſeven years; only if 'our- Flattety Has | 
come short of the Refinedneſs of the Romans, / * 
it has exceeded theirs-as-much in irs loath' d | 


Fulſomneſs. The late Kg ſet out a Declara= © 
tion, in.which he eave the moſt ſolemn Afﬀ+ 


ſurances pollible of bis adheringto the Church? | 
of England, and "tothe" Religion eftablMhid by 
Law, and'of his Reſolution to have Frequent 


| Parliaments ; upon which the whole Nation? 


fellas it were into RaptureFot Joy and Flat-: 


ven, .-* 
L: 4 


rery: but tho he lived four Years after that, . 


Poſtſcript, His Majeſty aſſures his Subjects, heli Years : 
that he will maintain them in their Properties, he called no Parliament 4 © notwithſtanding , 
«6 well in Church and Abbey-Lands, .4s other the' Laiv. for Trienmial Parliaments : and the! 

ve of 40 + WA ET 5 Manner 


{| 


ET. 8. - (6) | [ 
. manner of his Death ,and the Popers printed will be more laſting than thoſe that were 
pi his Death in, bis Name , haveſufticient- made ſome time ago to the Church of England, 
| ly chewed, that he was © ually ſincere in who had both a berter Title in Law and grea- 
- both thoſe Aſſurances that he gave, as well ter Meritupon the Crawn to aflure thein that | 

. in thatRelating to Religion » as .inthar other. they should be well uſed than theſe can pre- 
: Relating to Frequent Parliamenss yet ypon tend to. The Nation has ſcarce forgiven 
- his Degth anew let of Addreſſes appeared , in ſomeot the Church of wh the! Perſecution - 
'- Which ,all that F rey could Invent was into-which they have ſuflered.chemſelves to 
- brought forth, in the Commendations of a be coſened: tho now that they ſee Popery 
Prince, to whoſe Memory the greateſt kind- barefaced', the Stand that they have made, 
neſs can bedone, is to forget him : and becauſe 
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and the vigorous Oppoſition that they have 
| his preſent. Majeſty upon his coming to the given tot, is that which makes all men wil- 
Throne gave þ nah very general Promiſe of 
Maintaining the Church of England , this was 
magnified in ſo Extravagant a train, as if it 
had been a Security greater than any that the 
Lav.could give : tho by the regard that the 
King has both to it and tothe Laws » it ap- 


pears that -he js reſolved to maintain both 


equally: ſince then the Natien has, already 
made it. ſelt ſufficiently ridiculous both to the 
preſent andto all ſucceeding Ages; itis time 
that at laſt men should grow weary, and be- 
come ashamed of their Folly. © ule 

XII. The Nonconformiſts are now invited 
to ſet.an Example to thereſt : and they who 
baye valued themſelves hitherto upon their 
Oppoſition to Popexy, and that havequarrelled 
with the, Church of England, for ſome ſmall 
Approaches to it, in a few Ceremonies, are 
now. ſolicited to rejoyce, becauſe the Laws 
- that ſgcure us againit it, are all plucked up: 


flince they enjoy. at preſent and during pleaſure: 


leave to meet together. 1t is natural for all 
mento loveto be ſet at eaſe, eſpecially inthe 
matters of their Conſciences; bur it is viſt- 
ble , that thoſe who allow them this favour;. 
do it with no other deſign, but that under a 
pretence of a General Toleration, they may 
ntroduce a 11 which muſt- perſecuze all 
equally : it-is likewiſe .apparent how much 
#bey are bated;, andhow much zbey have been 
per/ecyted by the lonſtigation of thoſe who 
now Court them, and who have now no 
game that is more promiſing , than the enga- 

ingthem andthe Church of England into new 
Peak: and as for the Promiſes now made 


t9.them.,. it cannot bg ſuppaſed "that they. 


ing to forget what. is paſt, and raiſes again 
the Glory of a Church that was not a little 
ſRained by the Indiſcretion and Weakneſs of 
thoſe , that were ho apt. tobelieveand hope, 
and ſo ſuffered themſclvesto be made a Pro- 
perty to thoſe who would now make them a 
Sacrifice. [The Sufferings of the Nonconfor- 
miſts, and the Fury that the. Popzh Party ex- 

refſed againſt |them, had recommended 
them ſo much tothe Compaſſions of the Na- 
tion , and hadgiyen them fo juſt apretenſion 
to favour in a better time, that it. will look 
likea curſe of God upon them , if afew men, 
whom the Court has gained to betray them, 
can have ſuch anull Influence upon them as 
to makethem throw away all that Merit, and 
thoſe; Compaſſions which their Sufferings 


_ have procured them; and to go and cuurt #hoje 
whoare only ſeemingly kind to them , that 


they may deſtroy both them: and us, They 
aþſt remember that as the Church. of England 
is the only Eſtablicbment that our Religion 
has by Law. ſoit is the main body of the Na- 
tion, and all the SeFs are but ſmall and ſtrag- 
ling parties: and if the Legal Settlement of 
the Church is diſſolved, a 
broken, theſe lefler bodies. will be all at 
Mercy: and it is an eaſy thing to detine what 
the Mercies of the Churchof Rome are. þ 
XIII. But tho it muſt be confeſſed, -that 
the Nonconformiſtsare ſtill under ſome Temp- 
rations, toreceiveevery thing thatgives them 
preſent eaſe, with a littletoo much kindneſs; 
{ince.they lie expoled to many ſevere Lars, 


of which they have of late felt the weight ve- 


ry heavily , and as: they are men, and ſome 
| ! ; of 


that body-is once 
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of them as ill Natured fn as other people, 
to.it is no wonder if uporithe firſt ſurpriſes of 
tha Declaration » Hey are a little deiightee,” 
to ſee the Church of Evgland , atter ali its Ser- 
vices and Submiſfionsto the Court , ſo much" 
mortified by it z fo that taking all together it 
will not be itrange if they'commit ſome Fol- 
lies upon this occation; - Yet- on the other 
hand, it paſles all Las pat = to ſee ſome 
of the Gu woland y gpoey thofe 


rch of England, 
whoſe Natures' we know arp4o particularly. 
Sharpned in; the point of Perſecution, chiefly” 
when it is levelled againſt the Diſſenzers:; res: 
joyce at this Declaration, and\ make Addreſſes 


upon it. [tis hard tothiok that they have at-" 


tained toſohigh a pitch of Chriſtian Charity, 
as to thank thoſe who do now deſpitefully uſe 
them, and that as an earneſt that within alittle 
This will be 


of b: 
of aw 9 againſt a Cleygy-may without 


a Tryal, andthe hearing of Parties , than a 
Fudge can give! a Sentence in his: Chamber: 
without an Indictment, a Tryal,/or a lury : 
and becauſe one. of the: Greareft Bodies of 
Evglond would not- break their Oaths, and 
obey a Mandate that plainly comradicted 
them , we fee to-what a pitchthisisliketo be 


carried. I will not Anticipate upon this ille- 
al Court , to'tell what Judgments grecoming;-- 


t without carrying our [ealfoufies roo tary 


one may ſafely conclude;that they will neyer 


depart ſo far from' their firſt Inflitution ; 28 © 


to have any regard, either to our Religions 


or our Laws, or Liberties, in any thing they 
do. If all this were acted by avowed Papifts, 


as we are ſure it is projected by ſuch, there 


were nothing Extraordinary in it : but that 


which carries our Indignation a little too far * 


whilethey will perſecute them}; 


| an Original, anda Maſter piece in Flattery, to be eaſily governed, is to ſee fome Pr ttended . _ 
which muſt needs draw the{laſt degrees of Proteſtants, anita few Birhops, among thoſe * 
Contempt on ſuch as are capable of ſo abje& thatare the fatal Inflruments of pulling down 
and ſordida Compliancez anHi that not only the Chuxeh of Epgland, and that thoſe Merce- 
. from all the true Members: of the Church of naries Sacrificettheir Religion and their Church * 
England, but likewiſe from thaſe of the Church to their A mbitton and Intereſts ; this has fuch * 


of Rome it (elf; for every man|is apt to eſteem” /peculiar; Charafters of Misfortune upon it, - 
that it ſeems ir; is not enough if we perisch © + 


tunes; 25 much as he'deſpiſgs thoſ® whoſe without pity , ſince wefall by that hand that**. 


an-Enemy that is brave foie in his Misfor- 


minds fink with- their .Condition, For what 
is it that theſe 'men would thank the King © 
Is it becauſe* he breaks: thoſe Laws that 


are made-in their Favour , and for their Pro- 


teRion: and is now ſtriking] at the: Roptiof 
all the Legal Settlement that they have for 
their Religion? Or is it becaldthar at the ſame 
time that the King proteſſes aRe{igion that con- 
demns his Supremacy , yet he is not contented 
with the Exerciſe of it at is warranted by 
Law, but carries it fo far as\tp erect a Court 
eontraryito the expreſs words of a Law that 
was ſo-lately made : That Cours takes care 
to maintain a due proportion between their 
Conflitutien and all their proceedings, that ſo 


all may be of apiece, and all equally contra © 


ry to Law.” They have ſuſpended one Bishop, 
only becauſe he would not do that which 
was not in his Power todo : for ſince there 
isno Extrajudiciary Authority in Ergland; a 

can-no-more- proceed to-a-Sentence 


Ss 0 ooo ears wo 


we have ſo much ſupported and fortifyed , but-, 
we muſt become the Scorn of all the, worlds 
ſince we have produced ſuch an unnatural 


Brood , that even while they are pretending 
tobethe Sons of the Church 
cutting their Mother's Throat. : and not con- 


tent with Zudas's Crime, of faying's Hail *© 


Maſter , ___—g » while they are be- 
traying him into t | 


ro their Hatred ; the Exhortation were fea- 
ſonable 4 nd 


> nw 


of Enpland., are-* 


Ji e hands of others ; theſe * 
carry their Wickedneſs further, and ſay, *: 
Hail Mother , and then they themſelves 'Muyrs<.. 
ther her, Tf afterall this we were called on” 
to bear. this as Chrifliazs; and to ſuffer it as ©. * 
Subjets ; if we were required inPatience to * 
pofſeſs our own: Souls; ind tobe in Charity 

with our Enemies; and which is more,to f6r-. © 
give our Falſe Erabien, who add Treachery * 


indeed a little neceſſary z:for ” 
humane” Nature carinot- eafily- take: down. 
things of ſucha hard digeſtion; butto'tellus- 


| 


that we muſt make. Addrefies and offer Thanks 
for all this, is to Inſult alittle too much upon 
us in our Sufferings:- and he that can believe 


thar'a dry and Cau 1oufly worded promiſe of 


ataining the Elurch of England , will 'be 
Hligiouſly obſerved' after all that we have 
ſegn., and is upon that carried ſo far-out-of 
his Wits as to Addreſs aud give Thanks, and 
will believe ſtill, ſuch a man has nothing to 
excuſe him from believing Tranſibſtantiation 
it ſelf; for it is plain that he can bring himſelt 
to believeeverwhen the thing is contrary to 


1 the cleareſt Evidence that his ſenſes can give 


kim, 


Si populus bic vult decipi decipiatur, 


(8) 


þ 


POSTSCRIPT,.: | 
f By refletions were writ ſooft after 
the Declaration came tomy hands, 
. butthe e Matter of them was ſo tender , 
and the Conveyance of them to the Preſs 
was ſo uneaſy , that the appear now too 
late to have one effeft that was Deſigned 
by them, which was, the diverting men 
| From making Addreſles wpon it ; yet if 
hat is here propoſed makes menbecome 
ſo far wiſe asto be achamed of what they 
have done, and is a meansto keep them 
from carrying their Conrtchip further 
than good worlls , this Paper will nat 
come too late, | | 


